?DNA STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING THE

&7 — GENETICS == RISK OF NURSERY SCOURS

FOCUSED ON WHAT MATTERS

The goal of starting a weaned pig is to have them transition from milk to a dry feed source with minimal enteric problems.
However, this doesn’t always happen in a commercial farm where there may be less than ideal weaning environments. Even in
the healthiest pig flows, there will be a small percentage of pigs exhibiting loose stool or scouring events. The following are
ideas to minimize the chance of a large nursery scour event and prevent enteric diseases from becoming endemic. To reduce
the risk factor of developing scours in the nursery, producers should focus on the following: sanitation, barn management, pig
management, and biosecurity.

Figure 1. Focus areas to reduce the risk of nursery scours between turns.

SANITATION
« Intensive power washing with hot water can kill bacteria on the pen surface.
o Using hot water is the most effective intervention of scours available.

« Use an alkaline detergent to dissolve hard to remove biofilm from flooring, gates
and feeders.

« Coating surfaces with a whitewash or drying powder may be an effective way to
prevent the spread of pathogens.

« Clean out water lines and nipples with an appropriate product.

BARN MANAGEMENT

« Fully pre-heat barns prior to pig arrival by using a proper starting temperature
curve (Figure 2).

« Ensure a draft-free environment by using proper ventilation.

o Ventilation may need adjusted depending on barn layout and fill rate.

« Keep pens as dry as possible: wash equipment in the alley to prevent pen
flooring and pigs from getting wet.

« Reduce stressors to pigs such as timing of vaccines and diet changes.

PIG MANAGEMENT
« Have enough mat space for the number of pigs per pen.
o Additional mat space may be needed if less than 0.2 square feet
per pig.
« Stimulation of feed intake by mat feeding and gruel feeding.
« Walk pens to encourage pigs to find feed and water.
« Identify pigs that are unthrifty and non-eaters.

BIO-SECURITY
' « Follow sow farm sanitation protocols.
« Install proper entryway protocols to prevent barn contamination.
I « Wash farm coveralls regularly.
+ Keep office and common areas clean.
« Disinfect or change boots between rooms.
gl
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These strategies are intended to help or prevent enteric challenges from occurring
Contact your DNA Genetics in weaned pigs. Each farm has its own unique settings and challenges. Processes
representative for ideas on may need to be changed based on the health status and weaning age in your
intervention strategies if operation. When necessary, work with appropriate herd veterinarian to diagnose
scours occur in the nursery. scour type. Remember, there may be times where even the best producers
struggle with scours after implementing all strategies correctly.
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